2018 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the April Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, April 11, 2019
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James)

Council Member Scott Wilson, Chairman, Excused


Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk, Excused
Council Member Joyce Morgan, 
Acting Chair



Heather Pelegrin, VAB Supervisor

School Board Member, Cheryl Grymes




Nichole Oswald, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member, Shirley Dasher


Grace English, VAB Staff
School Board Appointed Citizen Member, Rose Conry






      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney

Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser

Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser, PAO
Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO
Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO

Dana Clark, Customer Service Chief, PAO

Chairwoman Morgan called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairwoman Morgan stated the first item on the agenda was to approve the 2018 VAB Board Meeting Minutes from the March 14, 2019 meeting.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2018 VAB Board Meeting held on March 14, 2019.  2nd by Council Appointed Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–0.
3. The Chair announced the resignation from the VAB of School Board Citizen Appointee Denise Wallace, effective immediately after the March 14, 2019 meeting.  The Chair thanked Ms. Wallace for her long service to the VAB.  The School Board has named Ms. Rose Conry as its new Citizen Appointee.  William Jeter, VAB Attorney, polled Ms. Conry regarding her compliance with statutory requirements.  It was determined that Rose Conry is legally qualified to serve as the School Board Appointed Citizen Member for the remainder of the 2018 Value Adjustment Board year.
4. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
5. Public Comments section:
· Rob McClellan – 2018 Homestead Exemption (possible filing of a late file petition)
6. Board Member Grymes asked questions of Mr. McClellan.  Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser, explained that his office had determined that the speaker did in fact qualify for the 2018 Homestead Exemption.  Mr. Holland stated that if Mr. McClellan filed a late file petition and the Board granted the late file petition for Good Cause, then the Property Appraiser’s Office would grant the Homestead Exemption for the 2018 tax year.  William Jeter, VAB Attorney, provided an explanation with regard to the late file petition procedures including the “Good Cause” requirements and background to the Board members regarding Mr. McClellan.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to allow & grant a late petition filing by Mr. McClellan for the 2018 Homestead Exemption.  2nd by Council Appointed Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–0.
7. Chairwoman Morgan asked if there were any deferral requests from Petitioners.  Mr. Jeter and VAB staff stated there were none.  Mr. Jeter also advised that the Property Appraiser sent an email to VAB staff stating that they are also not requesting any deferrals.
8. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 11 page excel spreadsheet for the 2018 VAB Special Magistrate Recommendations for the April 11, 2019 VAB Meeting.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to approve all of the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet.  2nd by Council Appointed Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–0.
9. Mr. Jeter provided an explanation regarding the tax payments and instructions to the Board concerning denial of any pending petitions in which at least 75% of the taxes had not been paid with reference to Florida Statute 194.014.  Mr. Jeter advised the Board that there was only one petition that had not paid the taxes.  That petition was VAB # 618.  Council Appointed Citizen Member Dasher made a motion to dismiss VAB # 618 for non-payment of 2018 taxes before they became delinquent.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 4–0.
10. Mr. Jeter provided an update regarding the DOR workshop.  He advised the Board that he, nor Loree French, Attorney for the Property Appraiser has received any communication from the DOR since the update he had provided to the Board at the previous March 14, 2019 meeting.  
11. Mr. Jeter informed the Board that all other business had been completed for the 2018 Value Adjustment Board and that the Chair could entertain a possible motion to close out the 2018 VAB year.  Chairwoman Morgan asked Mr. Jeter since the motion to approve Mr. McClellan filing a late file petition was approved, how that would affect the Board closing its 2018 VAB year.  Mr. Jeter provided an explanation to the Board.  Chairwoman Morgan asked Mr. Jeter since the Chair, Scott Wilson was excused from this meeting, if that would have an impact on closing the 2018 VAB year as well.  Mr. Jeter answered since there was a quorum, the acting Chair and Board Members could in fact close the 2018 VAB year if they chose to with the understanding that they may have to reconvene depending on the PAO/VAB/DOR workshop or as otherwise required.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to adjourn the 2018 VAB year, subject to successful resolution for Mr. McClellan and the possibility of reconvening for the PAO/VAB/DOR workshop or other legal cause.  2nd by School Board Appointed Citizen Member Conry.  Board approved 4–0.

The meeting and the 2018 VAB year was adjourned and closed at 9:45 AM.
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